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2025 SCO Forum on People-to-People
Friendship and the Forum on Friendship Cities

Shenyang Initiative

In order to implement the important initiative proposed by

Chinese President Xi Jinping, the 2025 SCO Forum on

People-to-People Friendship and the Forum on Friendship Cities

are jointly held on July 4, 2025, in Shenyang, China, by the

Good-Neighborliness, Friendship and Cooperation Commission

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), the Chinese

People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, and

Liaoning Provincial People’s Government. Representatives from

SCO member states, observer states, and dialogue partners

attend the forum under the theme “Deepening People-to-People

Friendship, Advancing Sustainable Development.” In-depth

discussions are held on topics such as people-to-people

friendship, friendship city collaboration and economic

partnerships, youth-driven technological innovation and
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advanced manufacturing, as well as peace and friendship. Broad

consensus is reached.

The forum recognizes that over the 24 years since its

establishment, the SCO has upheld the “Shanghai Spirit”,

featuring mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality, consultation,

respect for cultural diversity, and pursuit of common

development, and has grown into a key pillar for regional

security, a bridge for cooperation, a bond of friendship, and a

constructive force in the region. Its international influence,

cohesion, and appeal continue to rise. As the world’s largest

regional international organization in terms of geographic area

and population, the SCO has pioneered a new model of

cooperation featuring unity and collaboration, openness, mutual

benefit, inclusiveness, and mutual learning among countries

with different social systems and development paths. It has set

an exemplary model of a new type of international relations and

regional cooperation, playing a vital role in promoting regional

peace, stability, prosperity and development, and making

important contributions to advancing the democratization of

international relations and building a community with a shared

future for mankind.

The forum notes that this year marks the 80th Anniversary of the
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Victory of the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against

Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War. The

Chinese people made tremendous national sacrifices to achieve

victory in the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression

and made historic contributions to the triumph of the World

Anti-Fascist War. The forum expresses support for China’s

activities commemorating the 80th anniversary of the Victory of

the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese

Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War. These activities aim

to honor history, pay tribute to revolutionary heroes, cherish

peace, and forge a shared future, and hold positive significance

for advancing the cause of human progress. The forum

emphasizes that peace and development remain the prevailing

themes of our time. All countries should learn from history,

draw wisdom and strength from the profound lessons of World

War II (WWII) and the great victory in the Anti-Fascist War,

uphold a correct view of the WWII history, firmly safeguard the

post-war international order, resolutely uphold international

fairness and justice, and firmly oppose all forms of hegemonism

and power politics, working together to create a brighter future

for all humanity.

The forum highly commends China’s contributions as the

rotating president of SCO for 2024–2025 in promoting the
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organization’s development. It expresses support for China’s

hosting of the SCO Summit in Tianjin this autumn, with the goal

of reflecting on SCO’s accomplishments, planing the future, and

building consensus for cooperation, thus helping the SCO

embark on a new journey from China and make the organization

a more close-knit community with a shared future. Over the past

year, China has successfully hosted a series of people-to-people

exchange and cooperation events, including the Green

Development Forum, Forum on Women, International Medical

Innovation and Cooperation Forum, and Forum on Poverty

Reduction and Sustainable Development. These efforts have

further consolidated consensus, deepened cooperation, enhanced

the level of collaboration among countries, and strengthened the

bonds of friendship among peoples, playing a positive role in

fostering mutual understanding and building strong

people-to-people connections within the SCO family.

The forum highly appreciates China’s proposal to designate

2025 as the “Year of SCO Sustainable Development” and

acknowledged its contributions to promoting sustainable

development among SCO countries. It emphasizes that

sustainable development is in line with the trend of the times

and the shared interests of SCO countries, calling for broader

and closer cooperation in this regard. The forum urges all
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countries to strengthen cooperation in key areas such as

environmental protection, green economy, climate change

response, poverty reduction, scientific and technological

innovation, advanced manufacturing, trade, transportation,

energy, finance, agriculture, and the digital economy. The forum

also calls for accelerated implementation of the United Nations

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to help SCO

countries achieve common development, prosperity, and

revitalization.

The forum emphasizes that people-to-people friendship is a vital

pillar for the steady and long-term development of SCO and for

strengthening mutual understanding among its member states. It

acknowledges that civil friendship organizations can play a

greater role in this endeavor. The forum supports efforts to

enhance the capacity building of such organizations, foster

closer communication and coordination, expand the exchange of

successful experiences and best practices, and actively build

cooperation networks and collaborative platforms, thereby

providing stronger institutional support for closer

people-to-people ties. It encourages individuals from all sectors,

including youth, women, entrepreneurs, media professionals,

think tanks, sports and arts communities, to leverage their

strengths, complement one another, and contribute to the



6

growing momentum of people-to-people friendship, providing

solid support for the expansion of SCO people-to-people

exchanges and cooperation.

The forum recognizes that local cooperation is an important

component of interstate relations and a vital pathway toward

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals with rich

substance, great potential, and broad prospects. All countries are

called upon to uphold the spirit of mutual respect and trust,

equality and friendship, and mutual benefit, take the forum as a

new opportunity, encourage the establishment of more

friendship provinces, states, and cities, and continue to deepen

practical cooperation in fields such as economy and trade,

science and technology, education, culture, tourism, and youth

exchange. It calls for innovation in cooperation models,

expansion of cooperation channels, and enhancement of

cooperation effectiveness to ensure that the outcomes of

friendship-city partnerships better benefit people across the

region.

The forum expresses its appreciation for Shenyang’s important

contributions to the successful organization of this forum. It

supports the city in taking full advantage of its geographical

location, industrial strengths, natural resources, technological
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capacity, and cultural richness to further strengthen friendly

exchanges and mutually beneficial cooperation with SCO

countries, thereby playing an active role in advancing the

organization’s development.

The forum proposes that, taking the 2025 “Year of SCO

Sustainable Development” as a new opportunity and the

successful convening of the SCO Forum on People-to-People

Friendship and the Forum on Friendship Cities as a fresh

starting point, civil society organizations across SCO countries

continue to deepen traditional friendships and promote practical

cooperation, thus making new efforts to the development of a

common home featuring solidarity and mutual trust, peace and

tranquility, prosperity and development, good-neighborliness

and friendship, as well as fairness and justice, and contributing

to a closer community with a shared future.

SCO Forum on People-to-People Friendship and the

Forum on Friendship Cities

July 4, 2025, Shenyang


